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Her first novel, Miss Bretherton, suggested by lovely Mary
Anderson's recent success on the stage, appeared in 1884, and won
her a letter of encouragement from Henry James. A year later
came her translation of Amiel's Journal Mime, the philosophy
of which she incorporated in the character of Langham in Robert
Elsmere, her most famous book, published in 1888. Robert
Elsmere, like most of Mrs. Ward's subsequent novels, may be
reckoned a novel of moral purpose, but it is rather a thesis thinly
larded with fiction. The characters are vehicles of various views
on contemporary religious controversy; Mrs. Ward subsequently
declared that many of the characters were drawn from her
acquaintance, but they rather embodied the ideas of their proto-
types, the Squire representing the scholarly scepticism of Mark
Pattison, Henry Grey the idealistic philosophy of Thomas Hill
Green, and so on, with Elsmere the advocate of Mrs. Ward's
considered view of Christianity, largely adopted from her uncle
Matthew Arnold's Literature and Dogma, rejecting all the
superstitious and miraculous and relying on the facts of historical
"testimony". It was a tract for the times, when the upper and
middle classes were uneasily seeking to reconcile the Subversive
doctrines of the scientists with the conglomeration of romance
and didacticism imbibed from the churches. Marie Gorelli's
Romance of Two Worlds was seized upon by the vast body of
shallow-minded women, such as Rider Haggard found attending
stances when he came to London in the 'seventies; Robert Elsmere,
learned with the lore of the intellectuals of Mrs. Ward's intimate
acquaintance, commanded the attention of the cultured, as well
as the credulous, class, as a summary of topical controversy,
It raised a storm of conflicting criticism; Pater praised it in the
Guardian, but its great advertisement came from Gladstone's
article on " Robert Elsmere and the Battle of Belief "-in the
Nineteenth Century, championing the cause of "orthodoxy".
Seven editions of Robert Elsmere in three volumes were sold in
four months; in the following year and a half the sales of a six-
shilling edition approached fifty thousand.

Four yeaxs elapsed before her third novel, The History of
David Grieve, but from 1892 till her death in 1920, she produced
over twenty novels. It is idle to suggest a selection of her best